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This book analyzes the current trends in the production, dissemination, and use of
knowledge which contribute to social inequalities, especially in the Global South. The

aim of the text is to explore the possibilities of active involvement by universities in

the democratization of knowledge - a process by which people will be able to more

easily acquire and utilize knowledge, as well as the results and benefits of research and
development. Combining higher education, research, and knowledge utilization is what
universities should be doing. When they efficiently contribute to overcoming inequality
and underdevelopment, they may be considered developmental universities. They should
not function in solitude with privileged elites alone, but in the context of "inclusive
innovation systems."

“This book offers a compelling, powerfully argued, and much needed rethink of the
role of knowledge production in meeting the double challenge of reducing
inequality and confronting a wide range of profound environmental issues such as
climate change. The authors situate interactive learning amongst a wide range of
actors, including experts, government officials, business people, and citizens—at
the heart of a required democratisation of knowledge production. This has huge
implications for the core mission of universities.”

—Johan Schot, Director of the Science Policy Research Unit at the University of
Sussex, UK

“This book offers a timely and valuable perspective on the complex relationship
between knowledge, power, and social inequalities. It unpacks the role that
universities can play in advancing inclusion in developing countries.”

—Erika Kraemer-Mbula, Associate Professor at the University of Johannesburg,
South Africa, and Researcher at the DST-NRF Centre of Excellence in Scientometrics
and Science, Technology and Innovation Policy
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